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Business Center

Need help for your business? Visit the Chamber! SCORE, a free, confidential organization supported by the Small Business
Administration, is available at the Chamber office every Tuesday from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. and at Dime Bank in Norwich every second
and fourth Wednesday from 10 a.m.to 1 p.m.

Insurance Resource Center representatives are available every day.
An advisor from the Small Business Development Center will be available the first and third Thursday of each month to provide free

one-on-one counseling at the Chamber offices by appointment only. For more information, call the Chamber at 860-701-9113.
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A Special Thank You

COREplus

Federal Credit Union

fizeg

Through their commitment to
the Chamber, these companies
have demonstrated support for
the many smaller businesses
we serve.

914 Hartford Turnpike
Waterford, CT 06385

LIVE | WORK | PLAY

Student leaders from region to be honored by chambers

As the end of the school year approaches, the Chamber of Commerce of
Eastern Connecticut is preparing two education-related events to honor
students who do well and who do good.

To be eligible for consideration,
students must do well in school and
do good in their communities.

The first, on May 14, will be hosted
by the Chamber’s Montville and
Norwich Councils to honor those
students from high schools in the

B
region who have distinguished themselves as leaders. One junior from
each of the following high schools has been singled out by school
officials for special recognition:

Griswold, Montville Alternative, Montville High; Bacon Academy,
Plainfield High, Lyman Memorial, Academy of the Holy Family, Norwich
Free Academy, Norwich Technical, St. Bernard and Thames River
Academy.

On May 26th, our Chamber in conjunction with the Greater Mystic
Chamber will honor juniors and seniors from the following high schools:
EllaT. Grasso, Ledyard, Lyme/Old Lyme, New London, Waterford, Wheeler,
Stonington, East Lyme, Robert E. Fitch and The Williams School.

For each event the price for Chamber members is $17, non-members,
$25. Contact the chamber for information at 860-701-9113.

The programs could not have been made possible without our sponsors:
Walmart, People’s United Bank, Perkins & Murphy, Your Ticket to

College, for the first program and Groton Utilities and Thames Valley
Communications; People’s United Bank; Perkins & Murphy, and Your
Ticket to College for the second one.
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Webinar Series: Sales and
Marketing Track

Sales Development for Sales Professionals
with Jim O’Shea, Achievement Unlimited
Thursday, May 27, 12 p.m.

Your computer or the Chamber office

Save the date for a marketing webinar:
Thursday, June 24, 12 p.m.
Your computer or the Chamber office

Advanced Selling Secrets

with Jim Jackson, The Essex Group
Thursday, July 22, 12 p.m.

Your computer or the Chamber office

Webinar pricing:
Members: $35/$20
Non-members: $50/$30

If you are attending these webinars at the Chamber
office, a roundtable discussion will be held after the
webinar. Please note: Capacity at the Chamber office
is limited to 10, please register early.

New Members

A Action Appliance

Advanced Overhead Doors & Home
Improvements

Ameriprise Financial/Michael Gorgone
Antenna Salon

Arthur Murray Dance Studio

Autotote Enterprises/Winners

Ceiling Pro Cleaners/Top Coat Painters
Connecticut Tigers

Crystal Mall / Simon Property Group
Edward Jones Investments - Rich Griffiths
Fort Hill Pharmacy, Inc.

Inn at Stonington

Inner Office, Inc.

Jake’s Hamburgers

Mister Sparky

New England Glass & Mirror Co.

New London Country Club

New London County Landscaping, LLC
Northeast Protective Coatings
Paychex Payroll Services

Pequot Commercial, LLC

Quality Transitions Inc.

Senior Resources Agency On Aging
Shantok Motors

Silva’s Package Store, Inc.

Statewide Bail Bonds, LLC

Stonington Community Center

Your employees need

insurance.
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We can help you get it.

Call the Insurance Resource
Center today at
860-701-9113 or

visit www.chamberect.com

Technology Center

The Chamber is pleased to
announce the establishment of the
Technology Center at the Chamber,
with equipment generously

donated by
AT&T. We I Qe |

would like to
extend our

thanks to

AT&T for their

generous

support of the at&t
Thank you

Chamber.
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SMALL BUILDINGS
“Built To Last A Lifetime”
for donating a structure for our
new Norwich Tourism Booth! Look

for a grand opening soon.
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CHAMBER STAFF

TONY SHERIDAN
President & CEO
tsheridan@chamberect.com

SHERI COTE
Director of Operations
scote@chamberect.com

DENNY HICKS
Director of Strategic Planning
dhicks@chamberect.com

HEATHER GIFFEN LEONARD
Director of Programs and Events
hleonard@chamberect.com

MEGHAN WHITEHEAD
Programs and Events Coordinator
mwhitehead@chamberect.com

KATHY CHARTIER
Business Services Representative
kchartier.ctwbs@ct.gov

RON HAUBERT
Sales Coordinator
rhaubert@chamberect.com

LAURA CAPSHAW KRAMER
Sales Coordinator
Icapshaw@chamberect.com

LORITHOMPSON
Bookkeeper
I[thompson@chamberect.com

DEBY MARTINEZ
Administrative Assistant
dmartinez@chamberect.com

SATOMI RASKA
Graphic Designer
sraska@chamberect.com

BEN FEINBERG
Web Designer
bfeinberg@chamberect.com

KATHLEEN GAITO
Administrative Assistant
kgaito@chamberect.com

FRANK MCLAUGHLIN
Downtown Development &
Investment Coordinator
f.mclaughlin@snet.net

BRUCE MAC DONALD
Marketing Communications
bmacdonald@chamberect.com
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News and Editorial

State decision to stop tourism marketing hasn’t stopped the private sector

MYSTIC --The all-important tourism industry in
Connecticut faces an uncertain future, but the
private sector and the state’s regional tourism
district are addressing the issue with a new
website, www.mystic.org, the centerpiece of a
unified marketing campaign.

The state’s tourism business isn't
threatened because the state is any less
attractive to visitors, millions of whom
flock here each year, creating thousands of
jobs in the process. The future is clouded
by something the governor has done and
something the legislature intends to do.

That message was presented during a
panel discussion on tourism organized by the
Chamber of Commerce of Eastern Connecticut.

Tony Sheridan, the chamber’s president
and CEQ, told the hundreds attending the
business breakfast at the Mystic Seaport that
plans to add three percent to the state hotel tax
will have a negative impact on Connecticut’s
lodging businesses, a key component of the
tourism field.

“We will lose jobs and an important
industry will be hurt,” he said.

The panel discussion, moderated by
Ed Dombroskas, head of the eastern regional
tourism district, focused on the need to sustain
this vital industry, and the need to present a
unified marketing effort with one voice.

Dr. Stephen Coan, who leads the Mystic
Aquarium as president and CEO of the Sea
Research Foundation, spoke to the importance
of the tourism sector of our economy.

“Tourism strengthens the overall economy,” he
told the gathering.

Dr. Coan is also chairman of the newly-
created Greater Mystic Visitors Bureau that has
developed the marketing plan to promote the
region’s tourism attractions.

The breakfast program at Latitude 41°,
the Seaport’s new restaurant touched on a
range of tourism-related topics.

Michael Speller, president of Foxwoods
Resort Casino, spoke of the area’s natural beauty
and of the importance of providing excellent
customer service to those who visit.
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Tourism talk at Latitude 41°

The tourism panel moderated by Ed. Dombroskas, head of the regional
tourism district, featured Dr. Stephen M. Coan of the Mystic Aquarium
and chair of the Greater Mystic Visitors Bureau; Stephen White,
president and CEO of Mystic Seaport; Michael Speller, president of
Foxwoods; George Galinski, vice president of Mohegan Sun; and Len
Wolman, president and CEO of the Wolman Group LLC. More than 200
attended the Chamber-organized breakfast program.

Mohegan Sun Club to Host Chamber Golf Event

The 22nd Annual Chamber

. Golf Tournament will be held on
¥ Monday, June 7 at the Mohegan
| Sun Country Club at Pautipaug,

7 Dows Lane, Baltic. Registration
begins at 10:30 a.m., followed

by shotgun start at noon. A
cocktail reception will be held at
5 p.m., immediately following the
tournament.

The cost per foursome is
$700 and per individual is $175.
For information on sponsorship
opportunities and other specials,
visit www.chamberect.com or call
860-701-9113.



