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Need help for your business? Visit the Chamber! SCORE, a free, confidential organization supported by the Small Business 
Administration, is available at the Chamber office every Tuesday from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. and at Dime Bank in Norwich every second 
and fourth Wednesday from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Please call the Chamber for an appointment. 
Insurance Resource Center representatives are  available every day.
An advisor from the Small Business Development Center will be available the first and third Thursday of each month to provide 
free one-on-one counseling at the Chamber offices by appointment only. For more information, call the Chamber at 860-701-9113. 

Special Thanks to Our Regional Benefactors

914 Hartford Turnpike 
Waterford, CT 06385
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Phone: (860) 701-9113
Fax: (860) 701-9902www.ChamberECT.com

A Special Thank You

Through their commitment to 
the Chamber, these companies 
have demonstrated support for 
the many smaller businesses 
we serve.

The Chamber of Commerce of Eastern 
Connecticut Foundation awarded $81,859 in 
grants Friday, March 25 to 22 local organizations 
that provide services to children from Eastern 
Connecticut. The announcement was made at the 
Chamber’s office, 914 Hartford Turnpike, Waterford.  

Since 2002, the Chamber Foundation has 
donated $687,214 to numerous local organizations 
that serve the needs of children, specifically 
those groups that address the Foundation’s goal 
of funding projects which enhance and enrich 

continued on page 3

 Foundation awards nearly $82,000
Grants to help children in region

Tommy Toy Fund, $25,000
The grant is being given to buy toys and 
books for children for Christmas, 2011. Last 
Christmas, 5,200 children in the Danielson, 
New London and Norwich areas were served 
by the TTF, an amount that is expected to 
increase next Christmas. The Fund works with 
social service agencies in the region.

ARC of New London County, $3,000
The grant is to provide funds for an in-home 
services program.
CareNet Pregnancy Center, Groton, $2,500
The grant will support unplanned pregnancy; 
mother and child.
Children’s Museum SECT, $3,240
Funds to underwrite a program on autism.
Covenant Shelter, New London, $5,000
Funds would cover mental health services.
CT Adoption Center, $6,000
Funds to cover two no-cost adoptions.
Kente Cultural Center, $1,000
Grant to help underwrite a middle school career 
exploration project.
Lyme Art Association, $2,000
Grant would cover art scholarships.
MASH (Mystic Area Shelter & Hospitality), 
$2,105
Funds will be used to help pay the costs associated 
with 30 days of emergency shelter program and 
services for two homeless families with children.

education and economic opportunities in the 
Chamber’s service area.  

Foundation Chair Louis Ziegler said his group 
was able to distribute $20,000 more than it did 
last year, thanks to the generosity of those who 
attended the Holiday Gala held in December at 
the Mohegan Sun and those who donated items 
for the auction.

“There are so many people to thank who 
volunteer their time each year for the children 
of eastern Connecticut in order to make this 

Mitchell College, New London, $2,000
The grant was requested for renovation of a 
community playscape.
New London Education Foundation, $2,000
Student based learning activities.
Norwich Rotary Club, $1,250
Funds to buy coats for children.
Norwich Safety Net Team, $1,000
Grant requested for backpacks.
Read to Ride, $1,000
Funds for a book/bike program.
Save the Kid Fund, $2,500
Funds for special needs cycles.
Sensations Charitable Foundation, $1,640
Money for an after school program for autistic 
children.
St. Vincent de Paul Place, $3,000
Provides basic food needs.
Thames Valley Family Program, $2,524
Funds requested for summer camp.
TVCCA, $2,100
Request made to fund the purchase of winter 
boots.
United Way, Gemma E. Moran/Labor Food 
program, $5,000
Funds requested to provide food for hungry 
children.
Visiting Nurses Association of Southeastern 
Connecticut, $5,000
Nurse and care from prenatal to age 2.
Women’s Center of Southeastern 
Connecticut, $3,000
Funds to provide a playscape.

Grant Recipients



Businesses that currently offer 
military discounts,  or would like to 
offer a discount are encouraged to 
contact the Chamber so that they 
can be included in all marketing 

efforts promoted throughout 
eastern Connecticut.

Shop Chamber
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Members: Have news?
Send in your press releases to be posted on our 

Business News Page. 

ChamberECT.com/business-directory.html

MEMBER-2-MEMBER

Purchase gift certificates to your
favorite restaurants for half-price!

www.ChamberECT.com/eat-smart

EAT $MART

TONY SHERIDAN
President & CEO
tsheridan@chamberect.com

SHERI COTE
Director of Operations
scote@chamberect.com

DENNY HICKS
Director of Strategic Planning
dhicks@chamberect.com

BRUCE MAC DONALD
Director of Communications
bmacdonald@chamberect.com
 
MEGHAN WHITEHEAD AKEMAN 
Programs and Events
makeman@chamberect.com

KATHY CHARTIER
Business Services Representative
kchartier.ctwbs@ct.gov

RON HAUBERT
Membership Sales Coordinator
rhaubert@chamberect.com

LORI THOMPSON
Bookkeeper
lthompson@chamberect.com

DEBY MARTINEZ
Administrative Assistant
dmartinez@chamberect.com

BAMBI POPPICK
Membership Sales Coordinator
bpoppick@chamberect.com

FRANK MCLAUGHLIN
Downtown Development & 
Investment Coordinator
f.mclaughlin@snet.net

CAROL MURPHY
Grant Financial Coordinator
cmurphy@chamberect.com

MATTHEW LIPMAN
Graphic/Web Designer
mlipman@chamberect.com

ALLYSON SMITH
Marketing/Programs & Events
asmith@chamberect.com

ROB GUGLIOTTA
Database Coordinator
rgugliotta@chamberect.com
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A & A Office Systems, Inc.
Boats Incorporated
Bridge Street Laundromat
Fire Alarm Specialty Design, LLC
Human Garden Drumming & Yoga
Prime Realty Partners
Tom’s Laundromat
UCP of Eastern CT

www.ChamberECT.com/business-news. 
Send to: communications@ChamberECT.com

New 
Members

$

Member to Member 
Discounts online at

www.ChamberECT.com

Stay Connected

facebook.com/ChamberECT

Become a 

Your employees need 

insurance.

Call the Insurance Resource 
Center today at 

860-701-9113 or 
visit www.chamberect.com

We can help you get it.

M2M
Fan



We take photos at all our events. Check 
out our website to view our gallery:

News and Editorial
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Foundation continued

Tuesday, May 17, 2011 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.

Business After Hours
Connecticut Tigers @ Dodd Stadium

14 Stott Avenue, Norwich
      

$15 members, $25 non-members
$5 walk-in fee

Wednesday, May 3, 2011 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.

Business After Hours
Jimmy Buffett’s Margaritaville

 1 Mohegan Sun Blvd, Uncasville 
     

$15 members, $25 non-members
$5 walk-in fee

30th Annual HOME SHOW
To register, call (860) 701-9113 or visit www.ChamberECT.com

happen, and on behalf of the board I would like to do 
that,” he said.

“I would like to offer a special thank you as well to 
all the non-profits who will be receiving the grants. The 
programs they have in place, and their commitment to 
the underprivileged children of eastern Connecticut is 
simply amazing.”

The 22 organizations selected from a pool of 31 
applicants work in a wide range of areas that are all 
designed to improve the lives of young people.

“We at the Chamber of Commerce feel it is important 
to carry out this vital mission. These groups provide 
important services. They range from the Mystic Area 
Shelter & Hospitality, Mitchell College, Norwich Safety 
Net Team, and many others,” said Tony Sheridan, Chamber 
president and CEO.
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www.ChamberECT.com/flickr


