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Need help for your business? Visit the Chamber! SCORE, a free, confidential organization supported by the Small Business 
Administration, is available at the Chamber office every Tuesday from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. and at Dime Bank in Norwich every second 
and fourth Wednesday from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Please call the Chamber for an appointment. 
Insurance Resource Center representatives are  available every day.
An advisor from the Small Business Development Center will be available the first and third Thursday of each month to provide 
free one-on-one counseling at the Chamber offices by appointment only. For more information, call the Chamber at 860-701-9113. 

Special Thanks to Our Regional Benefactors

914 Hartford Turnpike 
Waterford, CT 06385
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A Special Thank You

Through their commitment to 
the Chamber, these companies 
have demonstrated support for 
the many smaller businesses 
we serve.

Gov. Dannel P. Malloy shared his vision of 
Connecticut’s future with a Chamber audience 
of more than 440 at the Mystic Marriott, Feb. 22, 
outlining the need to balance the state’s budget 
and create the environment where businesses can 
flourish and create jobs.

 “We had to balance it,” he said, adding that the 
state could no longer afford to ignore the long-
term structural deficits that has characterized 
budgets in recent years.  The audience of business 
leaders from throughout the region gave the new 
governor a standing ovation at the beginning and 
end of his remarks.

 The address was the second in a series of 
public meetings Malloy is holding around the 
state to outline his nearly $20 billion budget for 
fiscal 2012. He said that unlike past budgets, it 
contains no fiscal gimmicks and includes a 30 
percent consolidation of state agencies and a 15 
percent reduction of his own staff. The state is 
confronting a budget deficit of $3.2 billion.

“We’re telling the truth - finally,” he noted 
about the budget plan that was presented 
recently to the General Assembly.  “We’re going to 
live within these means.”

continued on page 3

Gov. Malloy brings budget message here

Chamber elects Matt Nick Chairman 
He succeeds Dr. Grace S. Jones in top job

Gov. Dannel P. Malloy giving his “share the sacrifice” budget message Feb. 22 to a Chamber audience at Mystic Marriott.

The Chamber of Commerce of Eastern 
Connecticut has a new chair, Matt Nick, a principal 
of Kostin, Ruffkess & Company.  A tax attorney 
specializing in advising clients on state tax 
legislation and incentives, he took over as chair at 
the Chamber’s annual meeting held Feb. 16  at the 
Spa at Norwich Inn.

Addressing the membership, he thanked 
his predecessor, the president of Three Rivers 
Community College, for her tireless efforts 
on behalf of the organization that celebrated 
its 100th anniversary during her term and 

engaged in a number of activities in support of 
strengthening the region’s business community.

Noting that each Chamber chair had a theme 
for the coming year, Mr. Nick said his would be 
to stress the importance of “speaking with one 
voice” to promote the interests of the business 
community.  

He said this would be more important than 
ever given the state’s fiscal problems and the 
efforts of the new governor and state legislature 
to make the necessary cuts and other adjustments 
needed to balance the books.

continued on page 3



Your employees need 

insurance.

Call the Insurance Resource 
Center today at 

860-701-9113 or 
visit www.chamberect.com

We can help you get it.

CHAMBER STAFF

TONY SHERIDAN
President & CEO
tsheridan@chamberect.com

SHERI COTE
Director of Operations
scote@chamberect.com

DENNY HICKS
Director of Strategic Planning
dhicks@chamberect.com

BRUCE MAC DONALD
Director of Communications
bmacdonald@chamberect.com 
 
MEGHAN WHITEHEAD AKEMAN 
Programs and Events
makeman@chamberect.com

KATHY CHARTIER
Business Services Representative
kchartier.ctwbs@ct.gov

RON HAUBERT
Membership Sales Coordinator
rhaubert@chamberect.com

LORI THOMPSON
Bookkeeper
lthompson@chamberect.com

DEBY MARTINEZ
Administrative Assistant
dmartinez@chamberect.com

BAMBI POPPICK
Membership Sales Coordinator
bpoppick@chamberect.com

FRANK MCLAUGHLIN
Downtown Development & 
Investment Coordinator
f.mclaughlin@snet.net

CAROL MURPHY
Grant Financial Coordinator
cmurphy@chamberect.com

MATTHEW LIPMAN
Graphic/Web Designer
mlipman@chamberect.com

ALLYSON SMITH
Marketing/Programs & Events
asmith@chamberect.com

JENNIFER COTE
Marketing Intern
jcote@chamberect.com

ROB GUGLIOTTA
Database Coordinator
rgugliotta@chamberect.com

New Members
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Technology Center
The Chamber is pleased to 
announce the establishment of the 
Technology Center at the Chamber, 
with equipment generously 
donated by 
AT&T. We 
would like to 
extend our 
thanks to 
AT&T for their 
generous 
support of the 
Chamber.

Comfort Suites Norwich 
UBS Financial Services, Inc. - Glenn A Hamler 
Reid and Riege, P.C. 
Coastal Connecticut Research LLC 
Luther Fence, Inc. 
Windham Falls Estates 
Goderre & Associates LLC 
Prime Care Services of Connecticut, Inc.  
Fort Hill Farms & Gardens, LLC  
The Governor’s Prevention Partnership  
Victoria Pavlov, LLC  
Reboot Computers, LLC  
Mystic Yachting Center 
Patch.com Southeastern Connecticut 
Clinton Patch  
Groton Patch  
Ledyard Patch  
Montville Patch 
Madison Patch 
New London Patch 
Stonington/Mystic Patch  
Waterford Patch  
Family 1st Financial  
Street Stuff Inc.  
Safe Home Security - William Thompson  
Cottrell Brewing Co.  
North American Power  
American Mobility Systems LLC  
Louie’s Bar & Grille  
Noank Consulting Group 

Members: Have news?
Send in your press releases to be posted on 
our Business News Page. Check it out at  
www.ChamberECT.com/business-news. 
Send to: communications@ChamberECT.com

Businesses who currently offer military discounts, or 
would like to offer a discount are encouraged to contact 
the Chamber so that they can be included in all marketing 

efforts promoted throughout eastern Connecticut.

Support Our Military Community

Love dining out? 
Purchase gift certificates to your 

favorite restaurants for 
half-price!

www.ChamberECT.com/eat-smart

EAT $MART



News and Editorial
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Malloy / Chamber Breakfast continued

Matt Nick Elected as Chairman continued

Wednesday, April 6, 2011 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.

Business After Hours
U.S. Coast Guard Alumni Association

47 Mohegan Avenue, New London
      

$15 members, $25 non-members
$5 walk-in fee

Wednesday, March 30, 2011 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.

Business After Hours
Core Plus Federal Credit Union

202 Salem Turnpike, Norwich 
     

$15 members, $25 non-members
$5 walk-in fee

Although the audience was composed of business 
representatives from a cross-section of the region, advocates for 
allocations of state funds for the regional tourism district were the 
most vocal.

Donna Simpson, the former head of the state’s Eastern Regional 
Tourism District and a current board member, asked Malloy to 
allocate $2 million for the district, noting that the area has the 
state’s most popular tourism attractions.

The governor did not respond to the presentation, but a policy 

Check out our upcoming Business After Hours

To register, call (860) 701-9113 or visit www.ChamberECT.com

Tony Sheridan, the Chamber’s president and CEO, thanked Dr. 
Jones for “her strong and thoughtful leadership throughout the 
year” as he extended a warm welcome to her successor.

A highlight of the annual meeting was the announcement of 
awards for business and community leaders. Those honored were:

“These individuals are special in their own particular way, but 
taken together they help explain why the fabric of our region is 
strong,” said Tony Sheridan, the chamber’s president and CEO.  “We 
are fortunate to have such hard-working, creative and selfless 
individuals among us, and the chamber is pleased to recognize 
them and say thank you on behalf of the community.”

The recipients were:
Bill Cornish, Copperwood Grill, recipient of the 2010 

Community Revitalization Leader of the Year;
Ken and Scott Capano, Harp & Dragon Pub, recipient of the 

2010 Small Business of the Year;
Isabelle G. Singer, Eastern Connecticut Symphony Orchestra, 

recipient of the 2010 Board of Directors Special Award;
Samuel “Sammy” Piotrkowski, Petorwsky Auctioneers, 

recipient of the 2010 Volunteer of the Year. 

group had earlier recommended eliminating the state’s three districts and 
centralizing the marketing function within the Department of Economic 
and Community Development.  The policy group was headed by Tony 
Sheridan, the Chamber’s president and CEO, and Chandler Howard, the 
president of Liberty Bank.

The governor’s address will be carried in its entirety by CT-N, the 
Connecticut version of C-Span on a date to be determined.  Check  
www.CT-N.com for details.

From left to right: Matt Nick, Chair; Tony Sheridan President & CEO; Dr. Grace S. Jones, Past Chair


